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Thank you Volunteers, Supporters and our many 
PŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΧƻǳǊ 95ww ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 

without your participation and support!

Supporters

Partners

WFFE (Washington Foundation 

For the Environment) 



http://www.na-ipc.org/
http://www.naeppc.org/
http:// www.pnw-ipc.org/



ά¢ƘŜ tb² Lt/ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘ 
landscapes from invasive non-indigenous plantsΦέ

Why are noxious weeds a problem 
and whose problem is it?

ÅHave caused over $210 billion in damage nationally (Pimental, 2005)

ÅRough estimate suggests over $100 million in economic damage to 
Washington lands and have the potential to cause billions more 
(WDSA)

ÅAre one of the leading causes in losses of biodiversity

ÅNegatively impact recreation, agricultural and forest production and 
human and animal health (e.g., Scotch broom costs OR $47 million in 
reduced timber production every year)



Why are noxious weeds a problem                
and  whose problem is it?

άbƻȄƛƻǳǎ weeds are a problem for all of us, from farmers to urbanites and 
their impacts cost us, both directly and indirectly. ςAlison Halpern WA State 
Noxious Weed Control Board, Executive Secretary

Å About half of all invasive, noxious weeds are escapees from 
gardens; the rest are plants accidentally introduced to 
Washington through human travel and trade (WSNWCB).

Å E.g., In 2000, is was estimated  that Scotch broom alone cost 
Oregon $47 million in reduced timber production every year.

Scotch broom infestationStar thistle infestationKnotweed infestation



Why are noxious weeds a problem                
and  whose problem is it?

3 more examples
Å Invasive knotweeds grows through pavement, pipes, and septic 

tanks causing damage to infrastructure

Å Invasive knapweeds and yellow star thistle outcompete forage 
species & reduce quality of rangeland  costing an estimated loss of 
$950,000 in forage production in eastern WA and an estimated $2 
billion  on hay to replace lost forage

Å In 1988, a ranch sold for 10% of its original value as a result of leafy 
spurge infestation

Knotweed infestation Star thistle infestation Leafy spurge infestation


