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Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR)

Citizen Science Volunteer Training Program

Julie Combs, EDRR Citizen Science Director (PNW IPC)
JonathaneSchmitt, Invasive Species Specialist (Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest)
Sasha Shaw, Communication Specialist (King County Noxious Weed Control Program)
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Thank you Volunteers, Supporters and our many 
tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΧƻǳǊ 95ww ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 

without your participation and support!

Supporters

Partners

WFFE (Washington Foundation 

For the Environment) 



http://www.na-ipc.org/
http://www.naeppc.org/
http://www.pnw -ipc.org/

aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ tb² 
IPC works to protect 
Pacific Northwest 
landscapes from 
invasive non-
ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦέ



PNW IPC Programs

Å EDRR Citizen Science Invasive Plant Program - train 
citizens to identify and report EDRR  and other 
priority invasive species in order to:
V Support county, state and federal management 

agencies 
V Reduce cost and resources spent on 

management
V Decrease newly established invaders and 

threats to PNW  biodiversity

Å Education / Information exchange 
VWorkshops
V Listserve
VWebsite (http://www.pnw-ipc.org/)

Training volunteers in the Urban 
Bay Natural Area in Seattle, WA. 
Photo by Julie Combs

Julie Combs leads an EDRR training 
session in White Salmon, WA. 
Photo by Michelle Scott



Some terminology: non-native, invasive,          
noxious weed, weed

!ƴ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛǎΧάa species that is non-native to the 
ecosystem under consideration and whose introduction causes 
or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦέ    ςNational Invasive Species Council

A weed is any plant growing where it is not wanted. It can 
be native or non-native. - BLM

Yellow starthistle

Native plant and weed, 

sticky-willy (Galium

aparine)

Giant hogweed (Invasive 

and a listed noxious weed)

A noxious weed is a plant that has been legally designated as a 
pest by a listing authority and causes harm to ecosystems, 
economies or harm to human and/or animal health
(e.g., ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ !Σ . ŀƴŘ / ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƴƻȄƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘǎ and 
hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ !Σ . ŀƴŘ ¢ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƴƻȄƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘǎύ

Yellow starthistle

(Invasive and a 

regulated 

noxious weed)

Cheatgrass

(Invasive but not 

listed as a 

noxious weed)

Native plant but also considered a 

weed, Tarweed fiddleneck 

(Amsinckia lycopsoides) P. Tapley

A non-native plant is a plant not know to historically 
occur in an area 



Each year, the WA State Noxious Weed Control Board adopts, by rule (WAC 16-750), 

the State Noxious Weed List. This list determines which plants are noxious weeds and 

where eradication and control will be required in Washington State. This approach 

directs control activities of land owners - both public and private - to be prioritized 

towards the protection and enhancement of Washington's agriculture and natural 

areas in the most cost-effective manner.

Class A Noxious Weeds:

Non-native species that are limited in distribution in Washington. 

State law requires that these weeds be eradicated.

Class B Noxious Weeds: 

Non-native species that are either absent from or limited in distribution 

in some portions of the state but abundant  in other areas. Class B's 

are designated for required control by the state where species are 

limited or not occurring. Where they are already widespread, goal is to 

contain and prevent their spread into designated areas. If not 

designated by the state, counties can choose to mandate control or 

may educate and recommend their control.

Class C Noxious Weeds: 

Species that are typically already widespread. State does not require 

control of Class C noxious weeds. Counties can choose to enforce control, 

or they can educate residents about controlling these noxious weeds. 

French broom

Himalayan blackberry

Yellow starthistle



Why are invasive species (noxious weeds) a 
problem and  whose problem is it?

άbƻȄƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǳǊōŀƴƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
impacts cost us, both directly and indirectly. ςAlison Halpern WA State Noxious 
Weed Control Board, Executive Secretary

Å Cost in terms of dollars E.g., cause over $210 billion in damage 
nationally (Pimental, 2005) & over $100 million potential 
ecomomicdamage in WA State (WA Dept. of Agriculture).

Å E.g., Scotch broom costs OR State $47 million in reduced timber 
production every year and $2 billion on hay to replace lost forage 
due to Starthistleinfestations.

Scotch broom infestationStarthistleinfestationKnotweed infestation


